[Normal and pathologic growth of arterial smooth muscle].
In addition to contractility, arterial smooth muscle cells, like all connective tissue cells, have a capacity to proliferate and synthesize extracellular matrix. Under different normal (development, aging) and abnormal circumstances (high blood pressure, atherosclerosis, balloon angioplasty), smooth muscle cells express these properties which characterize the dedifferentiated phenotype. This paper reviews the main mechanisms, modulations and possible therapeutic implications of dedifferentiation.